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SUBJECT: Bloc Fersomnel in Cuba

1. In sidition to the estimated 17,900 Soviet
troops and militsry techanicians in Cuaba, - helieve
that from 3,500 to §,000 other bloc 1 sre
there, Of tka hm, we belisve that between 1,000
and 2,000 are comcerned with military setivity and
that between 2,500 and 3,000 are concerned with eco-
nomic astivity. 25X1
25X1

2. ¥%e believs that most of the 1,000 to 2,000
silitary non-Soviet personnel from the Bloe are
Cxechs., There may slsv he & fow Chinese., They are
believed te bo serving as lasstructors aad techaieians
with the Cuban forees. Our evidemce for this portion
of the estimste is mot firm and hence the tigure is
sebject to a comsiderable asargin of srror. Ye deo
5ot believe, however, that the sumber of non-Soviet
bloe militeary personnel in Cubn is soch smaller than
1,000 and cortainly not grester than 2,000, ¥e fied
ne credible evidence, for imstance, to substantiate
persisteat rumors tlnt large sumbers of Chinose mil-
itary personmel are in Cuba., These rumors probably
result from the drafting since early 1981 inte tha
Cuban militis of osverseas Chinese residents in Cuba,
Thize group numbers about 30,000,

3. %e estimate that from 3,500 to 3,900 dloc
oconenic specialists are in Cabs. About two-thirds
(1,500 to 2,000) of these are Sovietis, most of whom
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are wvorkisg as agriculturasl specialists; roughly
800 Sovist industrial specialists and techaitsisns
are delioved ts Be workiag full-time in Cuba. The
East Luropenn satellites have sn estihwmted 700

to 1,000 industrisl spucialists and technicians

in Cuba, sainly Csechs, Fast Germans, and Poles.
&n estimmted Chinese Communists are working

in Cuban agriculture.

4. Hundreds of eother dloe apecialists, tour-
ists, officisls, and representatives pase is and
out of Cube esch moath, but there is 8o method by
which it s presently possible to work up a resson-
able estimnte of the total number present at any

oBs time,
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